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Hello, and welcome to The Port Ledger, a newsletter produced by the 

staff at Historic Bath State Historic Site!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

For more information and updates about these events, please visit our 

website or Facebook page.  

 

Spinning 101ðJanuary 25th, 9am-1pm 

Is your New Year's resolution to try a new skill? Are you interested in 

making a connection with the lives of women of the past? Would you 

like to make your own handmade, natural wool yarn? Join us for the 

first installment of our new workshop series with a cozy morning by the 

fireside in the Bonner Kitchen, and take part in the timeless art of spin-

ning. 

 

We will begin with an in-depth look at the history and basic mechanics 

of spinning, after which participants will be provided with hands-on 

instruction in the use of a drop spindle, and an opportunity to try their 

hand with a spinning wheel as well. Participants will take home their 

very own drop spindle and wool. 

 

Tickets are $50 and include supplies for spinning and a take-home pro-

ject, and light refreshments. Registration ends January 18th. Tickets 

may be purchased on our Facebook page, or you can call to reserve a 

spot at 252.923.2971. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

¶ Michael Coutanch and 
the Palmer Marsh House  

¶ Stately Sea Chest 

¶ Mrs. Randolphôs Chicken 
Soup 



18th Century Beer Brewing ï February 8th, 10am-2pm 

Come learn all about Colonial Beer making in the 18th Century! 
Visit the Bonner kitchen and interact with reenactors portraying 

18th century brewers. View demonstrations of colonial beer brew-
ing utilizing actual period recipes, ingredients, and techniques of 
the era. Lean about the importance of brewing in early colonial 

life in North Carolina, and how it was an important occupation 
for many in that time period.  

 

Valentines Making WorkshopðFebruary 13th, 10am-11am 

Come learn the history of Valentines cards, and make your own 
Victorian-inspired valentine to take home. Event cost is $5, 

please call to reserve a spot: 252.923.3971 

 

Weaving 101ðMarch 14th, 9am-1pm 

Are you interested in learning the basics of weaving? This work-
shop will begin with an in-depth look at the history and basic me-
chanics of weaving, after which participants will be provided 
with hands-on help and instruction on the use of a rigid heddle 
loom and an opportunity to try their hand with a large loom as 
well. Participants will take home their very own rigid heddle and 
weaving project. 
 
Tickets are $50 and include all supplies for weaving and a take-
home project, and light refreshments. Registration ends March 
7th. Tickets may be purchased on our Facebook page, or you can 
call to reserve a spot at 252.923.2971. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

UPCOMING EVENTS, CONTINUED 

Historic Bath is recruiting Volun-

teers! If you have an interest in 

American History from the 18th 

and 19th Centuries, or if you are 

just looking for general volunteer 

opportunities please let us know.  

We encourage volunteers of all 

ages. 

Our volunteers help with a num-

ber of different activities.  Wheth-

er itôs greeting visitors, working in 

the gift shop, giving tours of His-

toric Homes, demonstrating 

18/19th century skills and trades, 

or costumed interpretation, we 

have something for you.  

If you  are interested,  please con-

tact us! Call 252.923.3971 or 

email laura.rogers@ncdcr.gov. 

 

NEW EXHIBIT 

We have recently received a 

new temporary Exhibit  here 

in Historic Bath! Come learn 

all about North Carolinaôs 

experience during the First 

World War, including the 

Men and Women who went 

overseas, and those who 

remained at home. The ex-

hibit includes the original 

Uniform and Gas Mask of 

Pvt. Almond J. Drake I, the 

great grandfather of one of 

our Interpreters here in 

Bath.  Also,  at the end of the 

month, we will be rotating in 

new maps from the Gene 

and Susan Roberts Collec-

tion. Stop by our Exhibit 

Center and check them out! 
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MICHAEL COUTANCH AND THE                  
PALMER-MARSH HOUSE 

Bath has been home to numerous prominent people throughout its 
history who have left their mark on the town. These people included 
figures such as John Lawson, Charles Eden and Blackbeard. Another 
of these prominent men was Michael Coutanch, builder of the Palmer
-Marsh House. 
 
Michael Coutanch arrived in Bath from Boston in the year 1739. In 
Bath, Coutanch prospered. He built a store, purchased seven lots 
within the town of Bath, and 600 acres next to the town and property 
along the Pamlico River and Pantego Creek. Along with his private 
business and land acquisitions, he served his community as a Justice 
of the Peace, Commissioner of Bath, and as a representative of Bath 
in the General Assembly from 1746 to 1752 and from 1758 to 1761. 
With his business prospering, Coutanch began construction on his 
house.  
 
The house, completed in 1751, was constructed perpendicular to 
Main Street, a coveted location for southern urban dwellings in the 
Colonial period. Built using a vernacular Georgian plan, the 2-story 
house measures 3,700 square feet and includes an attic and a cellar. 

This spacious house provided Coutanch with ample living space, and 
perhaps retail space to sell his various merchandise. The exterior 
covering of the house is weatherboarded and painted Spanish brown, 

a popular color in the mid-1700s. Most notable and unique to the 
house is the massive double chimney.   ...cont. on page 4 

Iconic Architecture: 

the Uncommon Chim-

neys of the Palmer-

Marsh House 

 

One of the most quin-

tessential features of 

the Palmer-Marsh 

house is the pair of 

double-shouldered 

English-bonded chim-

neys located on the east 

side of the house. The 

two chimneys are 

joined together with a 

two-story pent that in-

cludes two windows 

and in total measures 

seventeen feet wide by 

four feet deep at their 

base. The first chimney 

pent is accessed on the 

first floor in a room 

that is believed to have 

been used as a business 

office. The second 

chimney pent is ac-

cessed on the second 

floor in one of the bed-

rooms. 

 

The house also features 

a third chimney - a 

Flemish-bond style on 

the north side of the 

house which is con-

nected to three fireplac-

es beginning with a 

large hearth in the 

kitchen cellar. 

The Palmer-Marsh House 
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